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[57] ABSTRACT

An active aerial for use in car radios and aerial “arrays”
comprising an aerial element and an aerial connected
thereto. In order to obtain a low distortion and a good
signal-to-noise ratio in spite of the presence of protec-
tion diodes to prevent overloading of the amplifier by
atmospherics and in spite of contamination of the aerial
etc, the input of the active portion of the amplifier is
virtually grounded. To this end, the amplifier is prefera-
bly an operational amplifier having a high gain factor,
the signal input of which is connected to ground, both
the signal coming from the aerial element and a signal
fed back from an output of the amplifier being applied
to the inverting signal input.

6 Claims, 5 Drawing Figures
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1
ACTIVE AERIAL

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to an active aerial including an
aerial element having a length which is small with re-
spect to the wavelength associated with the operating
frequency, and to an amplifier connected to the aerial
element.

Such an aerial is disclosed in inter alia the article “Die
transistorierte Empfangsantenne mit kapazitiv hochoh-
migem Verstidrker als optimale Losung fiir den Emp-
fang niedriger Frequenz” by H. Lindenmeier, published
in NTZ 27 (1974) no. 11, pages 411-417, and is used in
mobile radio receivers, including car radios, and in
what is known as aerial “arrays”, in view of its small
dimensions, the fact that it has such a large broad-band
and the possibility to match the output impedance in a
simple way to the characteristic 1mpedance of the cable
to a receiver.

Noise and distortion are unavoidable because of the
presence of an amplifier, so that an optimum signal-to-
noise ratio and a minimum intermodulation must be the
aim when designing aerials of this type. Particularly
when the aerial is used in the so-called aerial “arrays”,
it is furthermore important that the aerial transfer func-
tion is accurately defined and preferably independent of
the frequency, while the influence of atmospherics must
be suppressed to the best possible extent.

From the above-mentioned article it appears that the
input impedance of the amplifier of the active aerial
must be highly resistive. :

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is an object of the invention to provide an active
aerial which, by a novel concept, satisfies the require-
ments impose to a very high extent.

Accordmg to the invention, the active aerial men-
tioned in the opening paragraph is characterized in that
the control input of the first active element of the ampli-
fier is virtually connected to ground.

This has the advantage that the input voltage be-
comes substantially equal to zero, non-linear distortion
then being prevented from occurring, that measures
taken as a protection from atmospherics, such as static
discharges do not affect the aerial transfer function and
that the influence of parasitic contamination' of the ae-
rial, for example due to dust and rain, is considerably
reduced. '

In accordance with a preferred embodiment, the
active aerial comprises a high-gain amplifier, having a
signal input, a signal-inverting input and an output, the
signal input being connected to a point of common
potential and the signal-inverting input being coupled to
the aerial element and the amplifier being negatively
fedback by means of a feedback circuit. The input stage
of the amplifier may be implemented as a symmetrical
differential amplifier.

This has the advantage that an amplifier having a
very low-resistance input is provided in a very simple
way.

In accordance with a further characteristic feature
the feedback circuit includes a first capacitor which is
arranged between the output of the amplifier and the
signal-inverting input of the amplifier.

Such an active aerial has the advantage that its trans-
fer function is independent of the frequency.
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2

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The operation of tHe active aerial and its advantages
will now be further explained by way of example with
reference to the embodiments shown in the Figures,
corresponding elements having been given the same
reference numerals.

In the drawings:

FIG. 1 shows an embodiment of an active aerial ac-
cording to the lnventlon,

FIG. 2 shows a further embodiment of an active
aerial according to the invention,

FIG. 3showsa modlﬁcatlon of the active aerial of the
embodiment shown in FIG. 1, and

FIG. 4 shows a modification of the active aerial of the
embodiment shown in FIG. 2. :

FIG. 5 shows a graph of ‘the output power of the
active aerial versus the teceived signal strength.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

The active aerial shown in FIG. 1 comprises an aerial
element 1 whose length is shorter than the wavelength
at the operating frequency and an amplifier circuit 2
connected thereto havmg an input 3 and an output 4 to
which a load 5 can be connected.

When the length 1 of this aerial is much less than the
wavelength at the operating frequency, such an aerial is
particularly suitable fo'r use in mobile receivers and in
so-called aerial “arrays”. Since these aerials comprlse an
amplifier, noise and distortion products coming from
the amplifier are unavoidable, these products being
added to the received signal. The configuration must
therefore be of such a désign that these unwanted sig-
nals are suppressed to the best possible extent. Such an
active aerial is provided with diodes 6 and 7 to protect
the amplifier input from high voltages as resulting from,
for example, static discharges. These diodes 6, 7, which
limit the input voltage variation between ground poten-
tial and the supply voltage potential have stray capaci-
tances, which reduce the strength of the signal coming
from the aerial. Furthermore, the non-linear behavior of
the diodes 6,7 increases the distortion of the active ae-
rial. Also contamination of the aerial by dust and mois-
ture produce unwanted- impedances which negatively
affect the quality of the transfer characteristic of the
aerial.

In order to con51derably reduce the influence of these
effects, the amplifier circuit 2 comprises, in this embodi-
ment, a high-gain amplifier '8 with the signal input 9 of
the amplifier 8 connected to a point of common poten-
tial, this point being connected to ground in this em-
bodiment. In addition, the amplifier has a feedback
circuit which, in this example, is formed by an impe-
dance 12, which is arranged between the output 11 and
the signal-inverting input 10 of the amplifier 8. It should
be noted that the input stage of the amplifier 8 may be
implemented as a symmetrical differential amplifier.

In view of the fact that the gain factor of the amplifier
8 is very high and the output voltage is negatively fed-
back to the signal-inverting input by way of the feed-
back impedance 12, the voltage at the signal-inverting
input 10 will be substantially equal to the voltage at the
signal input 9 and consequently substantially equal to
the voltage at the point of common potential.

This means that the signal-inverting input is virtually
connected to ground. It should be noted that the signal-
inverting input 10 constitutes the control input of the
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first active element of the amplifier circuit 2. Because of
the very small voltage difference between the signal
input 9 and the signal inverting input 10, the amplifier
circuit 2 has a very low input impedance..

As a result of the fact that the signal-inverting input is
virtually connected to ground, there is normally no
signal voltage across the protection diodes 6 and 7 and
the influence of these diodes on the aerial transfer char-
acteristic is eliminated. The same applies as regards the
influence of aerial contamination due to moisture and
dust. Also the non-linear distortion of the amplifier is
considerably reduced by the fact that the variations in
the input voltage is very small.

An aerial having a length which is much less than the
wavelength may be represented by a voltage source Uy
with which a capacitance. V, is arranged in series. This
is proof of the fact that the open voltage produced by
the aerial 11 is independent of the frequency.

In order to obtain a frequency-independent active
aerial transfer characteristic a'capacitance (16) must be
chosen as the feedback impedance 12.

It can be demonstrated in a simple manner that in that
case the transfer function is equal to

Up/Uyg=—CyCig 8))
U representing the voltage across the load 5. When a
variable capacitor Cje is used as the feedback impe-
dance 12, then it follows from formula 1 that the gain
changes linearly versus the change of the value of this
feedback capacitance Crg, which renders it possible to
setina simple way the desired output voltage for driv-
ing the receiver, which is coupled to thé active aerlaI to
full power.

The embodiment shown in FIG. 2 shows an opera-
tional amplifier 8, whose signal input 9 is also connected
to ground, as the active portion of the amplifier circuit
2. However, the feedback circuit is formed by a first
transformer 13, a first winding 14 of which is connected
between the output 4 of the amplifier and ground and a
second winding 15 of which is connected between the
aerial element and the signal-inverting input 10 of the
amplifier 8. For a n:1 ratio for the number of turns of the
first winding 14 to the number of turns of the second
winding 15 it holds for the transfer function of the aerial
at a very high gain factor of the amplifier 8 that the
transfer function is equal to

Up/Ug=n @)
So also this aerial configuration has a well-defined
transfer function which is independent of the frequency.

As the signal inverting input is virtually grounded,
the influences of stray capacitances 22, produced for
example by the protection diodes connected to the sig-
nal inverting input 10, the Miller-capacitance of the first
active element of the amplifier 8 and the capacitance of
the wiring in the region of the said input 10, are elimi-
nated. Only the parasitic wiring capacitance 23 remains.

In order to obtain an optimal matching of the active
aerial to the load §, which may be formed by, for exam-
ple, the characteristic impedance of the cable and the
input impedance of a receiver, the feedback circuit of
the amplifier 12 may be modified.

Thus, FIG. 3 shows an embodiment in which, in
addition to the negative feedback by means of a capaci-
tance 16, this negative feedback being operative in par-
allel from the output as described with reference to
FIG. 1, a negative feedback is operative in series from
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the output by means of a second transformer 18 and a
second capacitor 17. A first winding 19 of the second
transformer 18 is connected between the output 11 of
the amplifier 8 and the load 5, this winding being
shunted by a resistor 20 having a value which is small
with réspect to the load impedance 5. A second winding
21 of this transformer 18 is connected in series with the
second capacitor 17 between the point of common po-
tential (ground) and the signal-inverting input 10 of the
amplifier 8. Starting from a m:1 ratio of the number of
turns of the first winding 19 to the number of turns of
the second winding 21, it can be demonstrated, at a very
high gain factor of the amplifier 8, that the voltage U,
across the load 5 is equal to

(&)
R
C17) + (l +—2250 ) C|(,:|

and that the output impedance Z, of the amphﬁer 2is
equal to

Up/Ug = —Ca[(m Z_S

Zo=Ra0 (14+mC19/Cre6) @

Let the load impedance Zs be equal to Z, and

2 ‘ 1
|m*Rao} << and |Ra + Zo| << yrar

P
jwCiy
then formula (3) is simplified to

Us/Uy=—Ca/2.C15 ®)
As formula (5) shows, the active aerial of in FIG. 3 has
a defined, frequency-independent transfer characteris-
tic. In addition, formula (4) shows that by the choice of
the value of resistance 20 an optimum power transfer
can be obtained in a simple manner, a considerable loss
in signal power not occurring.

The embodiment shown in FIG. 4 shows a feedback
circuit in which not only the negative feedback as
shownin FIG: 2'is operative from the output but in
which there is also an additional negative feedback
which is operative in series with the output, in a similar
manner as shown in FIG. 3.

The difference between this additional negative feed-
back and the negative feedback shown in FIG. 3 is that
the second winding 21 of the second transformer 18 is
connected. in series with the second winding 15 of the
first transformer 13 between the aerial element 1 and the
signal-inverting input 10 of the amplifier 8.

" For this active aerial configuration it -holds that

U/,/Ug Zs(mZyo+Zs/n) 6)

and that the output impedance Z, of the amplifier 2 is

equal to
Zo=m.n.Rap @

For the case where Zs=2Z, formula (6) is simplified to
Up/Ug=n/2 (8)

This formula (8) shows that the active aerial shown in
FIG. 4 has a defined and frequency-independent trans-
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fer characteristic and that the output impedance of the
amplifier 2 can be set in a simple manner by the choice
of the value of the resistor 20 and/or the winding ratio
of the second transformer 18, in order to obtain an opti-
mum power transfer.

The embodiment shown in FIG. 1 can be wholly
implemented in integrated form and is therefore partic-
ularly suitable for use in car radios and aerial “arrays”.

It appeared that, when the aerial element has a length
of 0.5. meter, the described active aerial had, over a
frequency band from 5 kHz to 30 MHz, a transfer char-
acteristic which is flat within 0.5 dB and an extremely
low distortion, which will be explained with reference
to FIG. 5.

In the graph shown in this FIG. 5 the power applied
by the active aerial to a 50 Q load is plotted in dBm
versus the root means square value of the received field
strength Eguys, expressed in V/m. The right-hand line
22 represents the relationship of the desired signal, the
straight lines 23A and 23B represent the second order
distortion then occurring (indicated in the Figure by
2#4dy and the straight lines 24A and 24B represent the
third order distortion then occurring (indicated in the
Figure by 3r4). The indices A and B, respectively, indi-
cate that these lines are associated with the active aerial
as shown in FIG. 1 and FIG. 2, respectively. The exci-
tation limit of the active aerial is shown in FIG. 5 by
means of line 25.

A criterion by which the quality can be judged, this
graph shows that the second order interception point is
located above +70 dB m and that the third order inter-
ception point is located above + 50 dBm.

What is claimed is:

1. An active aerial including an aerial element having
a length which is small with respect to the wavelength
associated with the operating frequency and an ampli-
fier to which the aerial element is connected, character-
ized in that said amplifier comprises an active element
having a grounded input and a control input to which
said aerial element is coupled, means for coupling to
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6
said control input to provide a voltage potential at said
control input at virtually the same potential as said
grounded input.

2. An active aerial as claimed in claim 1, character-
ized in that the active element is a high-gain amplifier
having a signal input representing said grounded input,
a signal-inverting input representing said control input
and an output, the aerial element being coupled to the
signal-inverting input and the amplifier is negatively fed
back by means of a feedback circuit included in said

.coupling means.

3. An active aerial as claimed in claim 2, character-
ized in that the feedback circuit includes a capacitor
arranged between the output of the high-gain amplifier
and the signal-inverting input of the high-gain amplifier.

4. An active aerial as claimed in claim 2, character-
ized in that the feedback circuit comprises a first trans-
former, a first winding of which is connected between
the output of the high-gain amplifier and the point of
common potential and a second winding of which is
connected between the aerial element and the signal-
inverting input of the high-gain amplifier.

5. An active aerial as claimed in claim 3, character-
ized in that the feedback circuit comprises a trans-
former, a first winding of which is connected between
the output of the high-gain amplifier and a load and a
second winding of which is connected between the
signal-inverting input and the point of common poten-
tial by way of a further capacitor, a resistor bemg con-
nected in parallel with the first wmdmg '

6. An active aerial as claimed in claim 4, character-
ized in that the feedback circuit comprises a second
transformer, a first winding of which is connected be-
tween the output of the amplifier and a load and a sec-
ond winding of which is connected in series with the
second winding of the first transformer, a resistor being
connected in parallel with the first winding of said sec-

ond transformer.
* % * * Ed



