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Thesis or no? Focus Area or no?  

 

 

Each MS student in our department must make two binary decisions: 

 

 

1.  Do I write a Master’s thesis OR do I write a Master’ project? 

 

 

 

2. Do I select a focus area for my plan of study OR do I create my 

own plan? 
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Foundational and Elective Courses 
 

 

Each degree program (i.e., EE, CS, CoE) has a list of “foundational” and 

“elective” courses.  

 

Your plan of study will be “automatically” approved if it includes: 

 

 

* 3 (thesis) or 4 (non-thesis) foundational courses, and 

 

* At least four elective courses, and 

 

* At most one “open elective”, and 

 

* EECS 802, and 

 

* no more than 2 “undergraduate” courses.  
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Custom Focus Area  
 

Students are allowed to deviate from a focus area! 

 

* However, this plan of study will not “automatically” be approved. 

 

* Instead, a justification for this deviation must be provided. 

 

If the justification is convincing, then your committee and the graduate 

director (i.e., me), will approve. 

 

 

Your “deviate” plan of study must be: 

 

* Intellectually coherent—the collection of courses is consistent 

with an academic goal. 

 

* Reflective of your degree—you can’t take a bunch of CS 

courses if you are in the MSEE program. 
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In addition for committee approval… 
 

 

 

If you deviate from a focus area, your plan of study must—in addition 

to getting committee and director approval—have: 

 

* a minimum of 5 “real” EECS courses numbered 700 or higher, 

and 

 

* no more than 9 hours of courses outside EECS, and 

 

* EECS 802, and 

 

* no more than 2 “undergraduate” (i.e., 500 or 600 level) courses. 
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The plan of study 
 

Plan of Study is a “School of Engineering” form, not just EECS. 

 

It is a web-based form:  gradplan.engr.ku.edu 

 

You are required to complete it during your first semester! 
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Select your committee  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t worry, you can change your committee later! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 Requirements for Graduation - Masters Degree 8/13 

 The Univ. of Kansas Dept. of EECS 

Plan your courses  
 

 

 

You must update each 

semester—record your grades. 

 

You can change your plan of 

study (most do), but the 

committee must reapprove. 

 

Make sure to justify 

changes/deviations using the 

“notes” section! 

 

 

It is imperative to you that 

this plan be approved. 
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Thesis or project? 
 

Thesis: The goal is to answer an important question—one whose answer 

has not yet been determined! 

 

* 6 hours of EECS 899. 

 

* Thesis document should be high-quality. 

 

* Must orally “defend” thesis. 

 

Project:  The goal is to apply your engineering acumen to create 

something useful—something that can only be created by someone with 

a Master’s degree level of knowledge. 

 

* 3 hours of EECS 891 

 

* Project report documents project implementation. 

 

* Must orally report results. 
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Once you commit, you must finish 
 

 

 

You can petion to change your degree plan from thesis to non-thesis (or 

vice versa). 

 

This petion requires the approval of both your advisor, and the graduate 

director (me). 

 

You should make a firm decision in your first year—after that, you are 

committed 

 Advisor approval and justification needed for later changes 
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M.S.Defense 
 

General oral examination must be taken in the last semester of 

student's program. 

 

The student’s committee will determine if the written thesis/project, 

oral presentation and general knowledge of the discipline meet EECS, 

School of Engineering and University of Kansas standards. 

 

At least three weeks prior to your M.S. defense: 
 

* Check with faculty adviser and the EECS Graduate Office to ensure all 

degree requirements have been completed. 

 

* Schedule a time and location for the defense with committee members and 

coordinate with staff to reserve the room. 

 

* Submit completed defense notice to the EECS Graduate Office. 

 

* Distribute a final copy of thesis/project to committee members for their 

comments. 

 

http://www.eecs.ku.edu/files/graduate/notice.pdf
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Graduation Checklist 
 

1. “Apply to Graduate” in Enroll & Pay . 

 

2. Verify plan of study is complete, correct, approved and on file 

in the EECS Graduate Office. 

 

3. Complete and return KU Scholarworks Electronic Theses and 

Dissertations Release form (not for project). 

 

4. Complete and return the Engineering Career Center MS or 

PhD Graduation Report form to RGP.    

 

5. Once you have passed your final defense turn in your signed 

Title Page and Acceptance Pages to 2001 Eaton Hall. 

 

6. Upload a PDF version of your thesis (not projects) to KU 

Graduate studies.  

 

7. More details at:  

i. https://engr.ku.edu/graduate-preparing-to-graduate 

https://sa.ku.edu/
http://www.graduate.ku.edu/sites/graduate.drupal.ku.edu/files/docs/etd/KUScholarWorkReleaseForm%20-%20Oct%202011.pdf
http://www.graduate.ku.edu/sites/graduate.drupal.ku.edu/files/docs/etd/KUScholarWorkReleaseForm%20-%20Oct%202011.pdf
http://www.engr.ku.edu/career_center/students/evaluate/forms.html
http://www.engr.ku.edu/career_center/students/evaluate/forms.html
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Ignorance is no excuse before the law 
 

 

 

There is an extensive description 

of all requirements on the EECS 

website: 

www.eecs.ku.edu/current_student

s/graduate/masters. 

 

It is up to you to make sure that  

you understand all these 

requirements! 

 

Ultimately, it is your 

responsibility to complete all 

requirements, within the 

prescribed deadlines. 

 

 

 

http://www.eecs.ku.edu/current_students/graduate/masters
http://www.eecs.ku.edu/current_students/graduate/masters

